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Dear friends,  

I’m listening to fireworks, as I write this. People have been setting 
them off for a number of weeks, since they went on sale. The 
annual display in Strathclyde park has been cancelled for this year 
and next, allegedly due to building renovations in the area. Despite 
increasing legislation curtailing what can and can’t be done 
regarding their purchase and use, they continue to be popular. 
Though I warrant that many pets and their owners would disagree. 

It reminded me of the first time I recollect seeing firework, as a 
child. We were visiting my grandparents and my dad had acquired 
some. He was being incredibly safety conscious, keeping us back as 
he read the instructions, then ran forward to set up a single 
precious firework, shooing us back again before finally lighting it, 
then rushing back to us while we all waited for the touchpaper to 
fizzle away and explode. Rinse and repeat a few laborious times, 
and then struggling to maintain interest as a catherine wheel was 
painstakingly attached to my gran’s washing line. It eventually lit, 
but was singularly unimpressive. The whole experience was a bit of 
an anti-climax, and nothing like the excitement many years later of 
the millennium celebrations, with each city attempting to outdo 
one another with their spectacle! 

It struck me as an apposite analogy for much of the change 
occurring in the church across the whole of Scotland, a small part 
of which I’ve had the privilege of engaging with in my role as 
Interim Moderator in a number of congregations. There has been 
appropriate engagement, cost counting, and empowerment (Luke 
14:28-30). But also, so much effort and care to allay everyone’s 
concerns, to play it safe, and reduce offense. Dotting “I’s” and 
crossing “T’s”. So much effort and nervous energy expended, that 



might have otherwise been utilised in the exciting mission of God 
through his church to all people. I pray that at the final accounting 
it will not resemble the words of T.S.Elliot’s piece, “The Hollow 
Men”, fearing that it “ends, not with a bang but a whimper”. Indeed, 
despite any misgivings we might naturally hold, we each have a 
responsibility to ensure that it does not, through prayer and action! 
We trust in God, not the sparks of fireworks (Isa.50:10-11). 

However, this country and our church was built on hard work. It 
was built on the backs of tired people who banded together to 
make a difference for future generations, and epitomised in the 
fighting spirit of two world wars and many other conflicts. So, I 
leave you with this thought: when we consider the mission 
presented to the church in our generation, what do we identify with 
and how might we work together to achieve it, for the glory of God 
and the good of our fellows? 

Your Minister and friend, Ross 

Heavenly Father, 
You are the God of abundance and generosity, 
the creator of extreme diversity 
seen in the explosion of life on our planet, 
and in the liberal scattering of stars in the universe. 
We give thanks for the vastness of it all 
but also for the care and attention to detail 
and the grace extended to each individual creature. 
We thank you for your goodness to us, 
and for our opportunities to work hard for your Kingdom. 
Help us to find our role within your greater work, 
that we might seek your will and do it. 
Give us strength for the task, 
that you might be glorified in all things, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus.” – Philippians 1:6 
 
Dear friends and members of Carluke and Law Churches, 
 
What a journey we have been on together! I want to say a heartfelt 
thank you to everyone for your grace, prayers, and wholehearted 
participation during our recent congregational votes on Sunday, 5 
October 2025, towards the Union of our churches. This has been a 
journey of faith, prayer, and discernment, and I am deeply grateful 
for the spirit of openness and kindness with which we are travelling 
together. 
 
Union is never a small step—it brings both opportunities and 
challenges. It invites us to listen carefully to one another, to love 
generously, and to trust God with all that lies ahead. I am confident 
that the same faithful God who has brought us this far will continue 
to guide, strengthen, and knit us together in His love. 
 
I have also just returned from a study leave in Malawi—an experience 
that left me deeply moved and inspired. I met people whose faith 
and joy shine brightly, even in circumstances of real hardship. Their 
worship was full of energy and laughter, their hospitality 
overflowing, and their trust in God rock solid. They reminded me that 
the true strength of the Church is not in what we own or how grand 
our buildings may be, but in the God we serve together. 
 
In the coming weeks, I will be sharing a bit more about that trip and 
what I learned from our Malawian sisters and brothers—lessons of 
gratitude, community, and faith that speak powerfully to our own 
journey as a family of faith here in Carluke and Law. So let us keep 
walking together with hopeful hearts and joyful expectation, 
confident that our sending and going God will surely complete the 
good work He has begun among us. With every blessing, Rev. Dr 
Elijah Obinna, Minister, Forest Kirk, Carluke. 



Greeting friends,  
I pray this finds you all well and joyful in hopeful anticipation as we 
move toward the season of advent.  

I would like to begin with a very big thank you to everyone who has 
worked so hard in getting our three congregations to point of 
union. So much hard work has been done by so many to get us to 
this point. However, the really hard work begins now. My prayer is 
that God will continue to lead and guide us as we move forward. He 
has brought us this far and I am certain He will be with us on the 
path set before us now.  

The last few months have been busy at Law with all our regular 
activities back up and running after the summer break. We enjoyed 
a community fun day at the church on the 20th September and were 
absolutely blown away by all the support we received from local 
businesses and by the local community who turned out in force to 
make it a great success. A special thank you also goes to all those 
who helped in the running, organising and ensuring everything ran 
smoothly on the day. We were especially delighted to be joined by 
so many friends from Forest Kirk and Kirkton as we continue to 
build relationships and prepare for the future.  

The fun day, along with our stall at the Ham and Jam festival, 
helped to launch our community survey. As we seek to serve and 
empower our local communities it is imperative we begin by 
listening to what they have to say. If you haven’t yet, please take 
time to fill in a survey and why not pass one on to a friend or 
neighbour as well?  

I write in the aftermath of our first joint communion service and 
what a blessing it was. To be in a church bursting at the seams with 



so many people all gathered to worship God. The atmosphere was 
such a blessing, and I pray that is a small foretaste of a potentially 
exciting future. As God continue His work of building His Kingdom 
among us here in Carluke and Law.  

I would like to close by taking a moment to remember all of those 
amongst us who are enduring trying times in their lives at the 
moment. Not forgetting those for whom this time of year is not one 
filled with joy but one of loss, despair and loneliness. Please 
remember them all in your prayers. Pray that they all may feel the 
God of all comfort come close and wrap His loving arms arounds 
them.  

Yours in Christ,  

Jonathan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

On the 19th October Pete Easton McLean, Sam Ferguson, Gemma 
McVey and Shona Montgomery were ordained as Elders into 
Kirkton Church by Rev Ross Blackman during morning worship.  
 
They were warmly welcomed by members of the Session and the 
congregation. We look forward to their valuable experience and 
knowledge enhancing the work of the current and new Session.  
 
Please keep them and the new elders of the cluster churches in 
your prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 



Statement to Congregations 

The cluster group met again on Wednesday 15th October to begin to 
think about the practical implementation of the Union. 

It was confirmed that the Kirk Sessions can now begin meeting 
together and it is hoped that they will initially meet on the 17th 
November and make progress on setting up the committees/work 
groups that will support the work of the new congregation and Kirk 
Session. The three session clerks are now meeting and a joint 
meeting of the finance teams is scheduled. The safeguarding and 
property teams will also be meeting. The mission team have 
already met together and the youth church leaders are meeting 
tomorrow. 

Joint communion services will be held on Sunday 26th October in 
Law, Sunday 16th November in Kirkton and Sunday 7th December in 
Forest Kirk, St John’s building. Transport is available to these 
services. Please speak to the Session Clerk if you need a lift. 

The Cluster Group are recommending to the Joint Kirk Session that 
the midweek services in Forest Kirk St John’s building will continue 
in its current location at least until June 2026. The midweek service 
in Law will also continue. 

The cluster group have also recommended to the Joint Kirk Session 
that a joint congregational event would be held on 1st February and 
that a joint youth event would be held too. These would be an 
opportunity for people to come together and get to know each 
other better. 

A newsletter is also being drawn up to be circulated to all members 
and we will also be placing an article in a community newsletter 
that is being circulated to all households. 

There is a lot to do to bring the three congregations together but 
we have been encouraged at the willingness of people to get 
involved their commitment to making our new union work. 



4th Carluke Boys Brigade are off to a great start this session, with 
varied and exciting programmes for all sections. Our Company and 
Seniors sections this session wanted to learn more about life-saving 
skills and we were really pleased to be joined by Diane from Biggar 
and Broughton Community First Responders who spoke about the 
importance of Public Access Defibrillators as vital pieces of life 
saving equipment for people who suffer a cardiac arrest. Our boys 
learned how to call 999, deliver lifesaving CPR and use a 
defibrillator as part of the Resuscitation Council UK’s Restart A 
Heart Day. This important worked continued when our own Fraser 
Dickson, also a Community First Responder, trained up our Junior 
Section in these important skills. 

 

One of the highlights of our Session so far was the “Big Night In”, a 
whole-Company event for members to come together for fun and 
games. We were delighted to be joined by our friends from the 



Scottish Fire and Rescue and Police Scotland. Boys had the 
opportunity to learn about the important work these organisations 
do and use some of the equipment. 

 

Later, we were visited by BBUK VP Alison Chambers for our evening 
devotionals. From there, our Company and Seniors settled in for an 
all-nighter with cooking, games and films through to sunrise the 
next morning. Lesley Ewing joined us just in time for breakfast! 

The aim of the Big Night In is to allow our Boys of all ages to meet 
one another and to encourage all our members – while learning 
important lessons and having fun. Thanks also to our friends at 
3rd Carluke Scouts for generously allowing us the use of the 
buildings on their night. As always there is lots of space for new 
members in all our Sections and if you would like to join or 
volunteer your time, these please get in touch. 



PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
I would like to know if there would be anyone interested in 
joining a group to knit shawls as an outreach ministry to 
people needing comfort and healing. I have been considering 
and praying about starting this group for some time now and 
as we come together as one church maybe this is the right time 
to start. It would be early next year, and you don't need to be 
an expert. 
 
If you are interested or need more information, please get in 
touch with me. Elizabeth Paterson mobile 07873725370. 
 
Notes from the Choir 

Hello from Christine the choir director at Kirkton. Brian 
Prentice, our organist, is our accompanist and together we 
lead the choir through worship music at our rehearsals on 
Sundays from 12.30 – 1.30pm. 

The choir, Brian and I are hoping that some of you from Forest 
Kirk and Law will join our ranks in the New Year when we all 
come together in our United Charge and I am delighted that a 
couple of you have already spoken to me about doing so.  

Although an ability to read music is an asset it is not essential as 
many of the choir members learn through repetition of the 
music or recording on to their phone to then listen to at home. 

If you are interested please either speak to me at a church 
service, phone or message me on 07813 568247 or just come 
through to the small hall where we gather before the start of the 
service where you will be assured of a very warm welcome. 
Christine O’Neill 



'We need to change' says new Church 
of Scotland moderator 

IMAGE	SOURCE,CHURCH	OF	SCOTLAND 

Published 

16 October 2025 

The	new	moderator	for	the	Church	of	Scotland	has	said	members	must	be	
ready	for	the	challenge	of	changing	the	Kirk's	direction. 

Rev Gordon Kennedy, 62, said his message to those who are feeling 
disillusioned was that the previous ways of the church were "great" for the past 
30 to 40 years, "but it isn't great for this moment in time". 

"We need to change but the challenge is we're not always sure about how we 
need to change and in what direction we need to change," he said. 
Rev Kennedy, currently a minister in Edinburgh, will succeed Rev	Rosie	
Frew when her term comes to an end next year. 
He has served as the minister of Craiglockhart Parish Church since 2012. 
Challenges with reform 
Raised in Glasgow, Rev Kennedy attended Crookston Castle Secondary 
School before studying at the University of Strathclyde where he earned a 
degree in civil engineering. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c87xdv5rwzlo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c87xdv5rwzlo


Between 1985-1989, he worked for Strathclyde Regional Council in the roads 
department before leaving to study divinity at the University of Glasgow. 

He previously served at New Cumnock Parish Church in East Ayrshire and 
Portpatrick Parish Church linked with St Ninian's Parish Church in Stranraer. 

He is married to Rev Fiona Kennedy, an ordained local minister who works 
with churches in Edinburgh, and has two sons. 

He said he was "surprised" and "delighted" to take on the role of moderator. 

Rev Kennedy also acknowledged that the church is continuing to grapple with 
challenges of reforming, but urged members to be "confident and bold". 

"Somebody once described faith as not just standing at the edge of the cliff but 
leaning out over the edge with only the wind of God's spirit to hold you up," he 
said. 

"Not only is it frightening, it is exciting. 

"We know Jesus as our lord and saviour so let's walk in his way and that will 
lead us into paths of service in our community which are outward facing." 

Rev Kennedy added that going to church is about more than sitting in a pew on 
a Sunday morning. 

"It's life transforming, it's joining in on Jesus's mission to renew and restore all 
things - justice, peace, mercy," he said 

	

Carluke	Community	High	Mill	and	Gardens	Receives	
Gardening	with	Young	People	Award	

At the October awards ceremony of RHS Keep Scotland Beautiful 
Carluke Community High Mill and Gardens received the Gardening 
with Young People award. The award is for work done with all ages 
of young people. 

The High Mill Community Gardens worked with young people from 
Nursery to Secondary School with Ace Place Nursery using the site 
to embed numeracy & literacy skills as well as grow food such as 



potatoes and carrots and High Mill Primary School using the Quiet 
Garden for developing the ethos of Forest Schools with great 
success. However, the majority of the work has been done in 
partnership with Street Level who are working collaboratively with 
Carluke High School and the Carluke Youth, Family and Community 
Learning team.  These gardening groups from Carluke High School 
call themselves the ‘Grafters Collective’. 

Laura Gilchrist, Community Gardener and Street Level youth 
worker, said “It has been a wonderful experience for all who have 
participated in our project and we are very proud to have received 
the award and to gain some recognition for our young people’s 
efforts.” 

At the end of 2024, the gardening groups faced some serious 
challenges and their existence was seriously jeopardised when 
funding was removed.  However, the Street Level youth project 
stepped in with their support to ensure that the young people did 
not lose this valued resource. This allowed much needed 
consistency and continuity for the young people involved. 

Street Level sees the value in the work and has increased its 
support which has allowed further engagement, increasing 
capacity from three groups to five for this academic year. “I am 
excited to see how this opportunity continues to grow and 
develop,” said Laura. 

 

 

 



3rd CARLUKE(KIRKTON) SCOUT GROUP 

Since the Scout Group started back after the summer ,all sections 
have been very busy delivering an active program of activities. In 
number terms at present all sections of the Group are full and 
Scouting is offering programs to boys and girls which are relevant 
in 2025, as a co-educational movement.In recent weeks The Beaver 
section has been working on investing 9 new members , activities 
and the Explore Badge which included a Carluke walk. In addition 
they enjoyed an extended Activity evening, including Pitching tents 
indoors and an Indoor Campfire and learning some Scouting songs. 
The Cubs have also been busy on a number of badges and building 
up their local knowledge. They are also planning to attend a Cub 
Activity Day at Auchengillan Outdoor Centre at the start of 
November. For the Beavers and Cubs the Halloween Party was a 
highlight of recent weeks.Our Scout Section have also had a busy 
start to the year and welcomed a number of new Scouts who 
moved up from the Cubs. Currently we are working on the Money 
Skills Activity Badge, learning about budgeting,money safety and 
awareness. 

The Scouts and Explorers have been continuing to develop their 
Scouting skills following 40 members of the Group attending the 
Auchengillan Jamborette for a week at the beginning of August.This 
week included a wide range of activities,including music and 
competitions. This event, including leaders, was attended by nearly 
1500 and wider friendships were developed. The Scouts really 
enjoyed this camp and were provided the opportunity to meet 
Scouts from all over the UK and some overseas.  

We worked closely with a Guide Group from Northern Ireland and 
that friendship will continue. The named Storm that hit the Camp 



caused some damage to equipment but certainly did not damage 
spirits, and if anything added to the adventure of Camping.There 
was also an Auchengillans’ Got Talent Competition   which was won 
by Aidan and Roan from our Explorers with them singing and 
playing the Guitar and Drums. We never believed we had such 
Talent in the Group. 

Since the summer the Explorers have been particularly busy with 
Duke of Edinburgh Award Expeditions and selection events for the 
Blair Atholl Jamborette in 2026 and the World Jamboree in Poland 
in 2027.  

As a Group we could not do more and at present have a real need 
for Leaders and occasional Helpers. Can you help? 

The Group have also suffered recently the sad loss of Gordon Miller, 
our original Scout Leader when the Group started in 1968.  Gordon 
was popular with so many both in Scouting and within Carluke. The 
Group owe so much to him for his contribution to Scouting and the 
successful Group 3rd Carluke has been over the last 57 years.  

It was really touching to see the Explorers recognise this 
contribution with the Guard of Honour they provided at his funeral 
in Kirkton. Thank you, Gordon. 



 

 

In the coming weeks things are a bit quieter as we look forward to 
the Panto in Lanark and the Explorers visiting the Botanic Lights in 
Edinburgh, then Scouting Year 2026 starts!.  

Scouting has been an integral part of Kirkton Church since the 
Group started in 1968 and in 2026 we look forward to forming new 
friendships and supporting the coming together of the Churches in 
Carluke and Law. 

John Moffat- Group Scout Leader 

 

 



Carluke and Law Church of Scotland - Jar of Grace appeal for UNICEF 

Conflicts, earthquakes, floods, droughts - every day we read in the newspaper 
or on social media or hear on the TV or radio about yet another disaster 
somewhere in the world. And in all these disasters the people who are usually 
most severely affected are the children.  

UNICEF’s Children’s Emergency Fund is its vital first step in providing life-
saving help and protection for children left vulnerable by conflicts and natural 
disasters.  

The fund allows UNICEF to send emergency supplies and equipment rapidly 
to give children swift access to clean water, medical care and adequate 
nutrition and it also helps protect children from long term impacts, both 
physical and psychological.  

From New Year until Easter anyone in our new church family who wishes to 
help raise funds to support UNICEF in its vital work is being invited to do so 
using a “Jar of Grace”.  

Between New Year and Easter before you eat a meal you are asked to put 
money into an empty jar (your “Jar of Grace”) in thanks for the food you are 
about to eat.  

Your jar can then be handed in after Easter - and, if you wish, the coins you 
have put into your Jar of Grace can be counted for you!  

The total raised will then be sent to UNICEF to support its work with vulnerable 
children - and you would be amazed at how much can be raised by dropping 
a coin into a jar each time you give thanks for your meal. 

 

 



 

First of all, a huge thank you to all who support us either in financial donations or by 
donating goods. Without you, there would be a lot more hungry people. 

So far in 2025, demand is pretty much as it was in 2025. As I write this, we have had 2132 
referrals compared to 2155 last year at the same date. It will be interesting to see what the 
story is by the end of the year. The rise in energy costs is likely to have an effect and an 
impending rise in the cost of oil will push up the general cost of living. 

We have been blessed with some lovely collections over the Harvest Thanksgiving period 
which boost our stocks for a little while and we are looking forward to the annual Fareshare 
collection in Tesco on November 27th to 29th .  Having said all that, we are still spending  
around £2000 per week on food. 

We have welcomed some new volunteers to our team this year but there is always room for 
more! We need a couple of extra drivers and deliverers to have on the relief list as we 
sometimes struggle when regular drivers take a well-deserved holiday. As usual we will be 
giving the extra bag of festive goodies with each referral during December so we could use 
some extra help to pack those – hint, hint! If you can spare a few hours once a week, we 
would love to hear from you. 

Contact us on cfoodbank@yahoo.co.uk Or pop into the food bank any weekday morning 
between 9am and noon. 

 

 

 
 

 

This fantastic collection came 
from Carluke High School. Well 
done to all involved. 

mailto:cfoodbank@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

 

Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love 
each other. No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God 
lives in us, and his love is brought to full expression in us. 

  

 

1 John 4:11-12 

You cannot see the wind, but you can easily see the effects that it has. Equally, 
you cannot see electricity, but we have no doubt that it exists because of all 
that it does. No one has ever seen God, but we know that he exists because 
we see his love reflected in the people around us. The more we love people, 
the more they will have the opportunity to see the living God. 
 

Tertullian, one of the early Church Fathers, wrote of how the pagan Romans 
were struck by the Christians’ way of life. “See how they love one another,” 
was their response. I would love to think this would be the response to each of 
our churches, and I believe it often is. People see churches setting up food 
banks, debt advice services, parent and toddler groups, listening services and 
many other activities. They are wonderful expressions of love and care to our 
communities, but let’s be honest – people often see something very different. 
They see churches squabbling over doctrine, worship and buildings, and the 
last thing they see is love. 
 

We won’t make things better by decrying the Church and blaming other 
Christians for not being loving. We need to look to ourselves and reflect on how 
we can be more loving. As we listen to God’s voice, we need to find practical 
ways of increasing our love for our Christian brothers and sisters, and then 
explore together ways in which we can share his love more fully. We don’t want 
to put on a big show, but we want to love. We want to make it clear to everyone 
in our communities that God is alive and well.  



 
2025 ADVENT, CHRISTMAS SERVICES IN FOREST KIRK  

 
Date   Event  
Sunday, 30 November  1st Sunday of Advent Saturday, 29 Nov – Soup & Sweet  

Carluke and Districts Praise Lord service, 6:30 pm 
Sunday, 7 December 2nd Sunday of Advent Joint Holy Communion (Love) @ Forest Kirk (St. John’s), 11 am 

 
Wednesday, 10 December  Carol for the Bereaved at Forest Kirk (St. Andrew’s), 7 pm  
Thursday, 11 December   Holy Communion at the Thursday service, 10:30 am  
Sunday, 14 December  3rd Sunday of Advent Congregational Holy Communion @ Forest Kirk (St. John’s), 11 

am 
Christian Aid Carol Service, 7 pm  

Thursday, 18 December  Thursday service @ Forest Kirk (St. John’s), 10:30 am 
Sunday, 21 December  4th Sunday of Advent All-Age Nativity service @ Forest Kirk (St. John’s), 11 am 
Wednesday, 24 December  Christmas Eve Christmas Eve service @ Forest Kirk (St. John’s), 11 pm 
Thursday, 25 December  Christmas Day service @ Forest Kirk (St. John’s), (11:00am) 

Community Christmas Lunch @ Forest Kirk (St. John’s), 12:00 for 
12:30pm  

Sunday, 28 December  1st Sunday after 
Christmas 

Congregational Holy Communion @ Forest Kirk (St. Andrew’s), 
11 am 

Thursday, 31 December  Thursday service @ Forest Kirk (St. John’s), 10:30 am 

 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES IN LAW PARISH CHURCH 
Family all age service Sunday 21st December at 11am. 

Carols by candlelight Christmas Eve at 7pm. 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES IN KIRKTON PARISH CHURCH 
Messy Church & Christingle Service 

Carols by candlelight Christmas Eve at 7pm 
 

STOP PRESS 
 

 
 
 

Huge congratulations to Choices Shop and all the volunteers on being awarded The 
King’s Award for Voluntary Service. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 


